
Citation: Kulikov, A.; Loskutov, A.;

Bezdushniy, D.; Petrov, I. Decision

Tree Models and Machine Learning

Algorithms in the Fault Recognition

on Power Lines with Branches.

Energies 2023, 16, 5563. https://

doi.org/10.3390/en16145563

Academic Editors: Anna Pinnarelli

and Mohsin Jamil

Received: 8 June 2023

Revised: 11 July 2023

Accepted: 20 July 2023

Published: 23 July 2023

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors.

Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.

This article is an open access article

distributed under the terms and

conditions of the Creative Commons

Attribution (CC BY) license (https://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by/

4.0/).

energies

Article

Decision Tree Models and Machine Learning Algorithms in the
Fault Recognition on Power Lines with Branches
Aleksandr Kulikov, Anton Loskutov * , Dmitriy Bezdushniy and Ilya Petrov

Department of Electric Power Engineering, Power Supply and Power Electronics, Nizhny Novgorod State
Technical University n.a. R.E. Alekseev, Minin St., 24, 603115 Nizhny Novgorod, Russia;
inventor61@mail.ru (A.K.); dimok.93@mail.ru (D.B.); ggosda@yandex.ru (I.P.)
* Correspondence: loskutov.nnov@gmail.com; Tel.: +7-908-158-6366

Abstract: The complication of the structure, topology and composition of the future electrical net-
works is characterized by difficult-to-recognize circuit-mode situations and requires modern methods
for analyzing information parameters. The growing trend of digitizing signals in substations and
the use of the IEC 61850 standard results in a huge amount of new data available at the nodes of the
electrical network. The development and analysis of new methods for detecting and recognizing the
modes of electrical networks (normal and emergency) are topical research issues. The article explores
a new approach to recognizing a faulted section of an electrical network with branches by concur-
rently analyzing several information features and applying machine learning methods: decision tree,
random forest, and gradient boosting. The application of this approach for decision-making by relay
protection has not been previously implemented. Simulation modeling and the Monte Carlo method
are at the heart of obtaining training samples. The results of testing the studied methods under
review showed the required flexibility, the ability to use a large number of information parameters,
as well as the best results of fault recognition in comparison with the distance protection relay.

Keywords: relay protection and automation (RPA); machine learning; simulation modeling; RPA
algorithm; decision tree; random forest; gradient boosting; big data; short circuit recognition

1. Introduction

Modern electric power systems are technically complexes consisting of a large number
of interconnected elements. At the same time, both producers and consumers of electrical
energy impose increasingly stringent requirements on the reliability of power supply. In
the process of intellectualization of the electric power industry, the most important role is
played by the improvement of relay protection and automation, the purpose of which is to
disconnect faulted elements and sections of the electrical network. Modern relay protection
and automation terminals, in addition to protection functions, perform the functions of
control, registration, oscillography, etc., participating in data exchange with other devices
located at the substation and beyond.

According to the results of the 49th Paris session of CIGRE, it is necessary to introduce
and improve measures to improve the efficiency of the functioning of energy systems [1].
Moreover, this applies both to the operation of existing power systems, and promising
ones, in which modern active elements can be installed (flexible power transmission
lines, controlled shunt reactors, energy storage devices, etc.). Special attention is paid to
mathematical modeling (simulation) of normal and emergency operating modes in the
design, construction and reconstruction of electrical networks, as well as in the verification
of engineering calculations and the choice of operation parameters for relay protection and
automation devices (RPA) [2–5]. In addition, there is great interest in Big Data analysis
technologies and artificial intelligence to improve the technical sophistication of electrical
energy metering devices [6], automation and protection of electrical networks [7,8].
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Reliable protection of power system elements from emergency modes, such as short
circuits (SC), asynchronous operation, active power unbalance and others is the most
important condition for its uninterrupted operation. In this regard, the development and
analysis of methods for detecting and recognizing emergency modes is an urgent area for
research. This becomes possible with the mass introduction of intelligent electronic devices
(IEDs) of relay protection and automation into electrical networks that support the IEC
61850, which have direct access to a large amount of information about the protected object
in real time [6–8]. Nevertheless, relay RPA algorithms have not fundamentally changed over
the past decades and, in fact, are digital analogues of their electromechanical predecessors.

The complexity of future smart grids will require the use of modern methods of digital
processing of current and voltage signals, systems for collecting information about current
modes, identifying information parameters, as well as predictive models of the behavior of
power systems in various modes. The problem of fault recognition in promising electrical
systems, including those with distributed generation sources, will be even more difficult
since transient processes occur very quickly. Also, there is a variability in the parameters of
electrical signals at various generating installations and loads.

One of the promising directions for the qualitative development of RPA systems is
the development of fundamentally new types of protection, acting in accordance with
the operation rule, which is formed as a result of statistical processing of the results of
simulation modeling of the protected object’s operating modes. As a rule, these protec-
tions simultaneously control a large number of features (for example, currents, voltages,
resistances, power, etc.) that are multi-parameter [2,4,5].

With the development of digitalization in the electric power industry, the recognition
of emergency modes, in particular those associated with short circuits, can be implemented
using machine learning algorithms [9–14]. These algorithms work in accordance with the
triggering rule, which is formed after processing the results of model experiments (on sim-
ulation models). These multi-parameter algorithms simultaneously control a large number
of characteristics or mode parameters (current, voltage, resistance, power, phase, etc.). Such
an approach in relay protection and automation has become available since the computing
power of modern processors has become sufficient to process the necessary amount of
statistical data on the parameters of possible normal and emergency operation modes of
electrical network sections. Such an approach may be most in demand in situations where,
in order to ensure the selective operation of the RPA device, the protection algorithm must
be able to distinguish short circuits in different sections of the electrical network which are
characterized by close values of the mode parameters.

Previously, the authors conducted research on the use of machine learning methods
to improve the functioning of relay protection and automation [3–5,15,16]. For example,
the article [16] presents a classification of machine learning methods and examples of
the application of some machine learning methods: k-nearest neighbor method; logistic
regression method; support vector machine.

The aim of the article is to study an approach to fault recognition on power lines with
branches by simultaneously analyzing several information features and applying such
machine learning methods as the following: decision tree, random forest, and gradient
boosting. Simulation and the Monte Carlo method are at the heart of obtaining training
samples [17].

2. Simulation of an Electrical Network Section

Despite the introduction of digital technologies and measures to improve protection
algorithms, there are still modes in electrical networks in which the typical use of relay
protection and automation kits does not meet the requirements of sensitivity and selectivity.
As a simplified example, let us consider the fragment of the electrical network shown in
Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Layout of a fragment of the electrical network (PNL—no-load losses, PSC—copper losses
(short circuit loss), INL— no-load current, USC—short circuit voltage).

Let the protection of the lineω1 be performed using a set of line differential protection
(DPL). In order to ensure the blocking of the DPL in case of a short circuit behind the
transformer T1, an additional permissive triggering element is required. As a rule, a
distance relay is used as such a triggering element [18]. Its setting characteristic is chosen
in such a way that the relay works with a SC on the line and does not work with a SC
behind the transformer. Most often, the choice of a characteristic that meets the specified
requirements is possible. However, short circuits on the line and behind the transformer
become difficult to distinguish when the transformer has a sufficiently large, rated power
(low through resistance) and the branch is located near the substation where the protection
is installed.

For illustration, in accordance with the scheme (Figure 1), multiple simulation experi-
ments of SC on the lines ω1 and ω2 were implemented in the MatLab software package.
Two-phase and three-phase SCs were simulated at different distances from the protection
installation site. In simulation the modes were divided into two categories: α-modes and
β-modes [15,19]. α-modes are understood as SC and other emergency modes, in which the
relay protection and protection devices should be triggered. β-modes are considered to be
alternative modes from which protection must be adjusted.

The modeling methodology provides for multiple simulations of the operating modes
of electrical networks in the MatLab program developed by the authors of the article [20].
This program is designed to generate data on the parameters of normal and emergency
modes (complex values of currents and voltages) of electrical networks with a given con-
figuration (for example, the configuration according to Figure 1). The network model can
contain elements such as: voltage source, generating power, load, two-winding transformer,
power line, etc. The result of the program is a set of .csv files inside a certain directory
(/output). Similar results can be obtained using well-known simulation software pack-
ages MatLab/Simulink, PSCAD, RSCAD. Further, the results obtained for normal and
emergency modes are processed in the Python language.

The developed MatLab program [20] passed the verification of the results of work
with the Matlab/Simulink and PSCAD software packages and showed a discrepancy of
less than 3%.
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Figure 2 shows the measurements of the complex resistance (active and reactive) of
the distance relay, with a short circuit at various points of the power transmission lineω1
and behind the transformer T1 (Figure 1). There is a significant degree of overlap of the
mode parameters (Figure 2a). Figure 2b shows histograms of the effective (RMS) values of
the currents flowing through the protection under the same conditions and types of SC.
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It is obvious that it is not possible to select a triggering characteristic of a distance relay
capable of ensuring reliable operation of the protection in case of a short circuit on the line
and the absence of operation in the event of a short circuit behind the transformer. Any
decision will involve a compromise between sensitivity and selectivity. Let us consider two
boundary characteristics of operation of the distance relay (Figure 3a,b).
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Figure 3. Boundary characteristics of remote relay operation: (a) sensitive; (b) selective.

The triggering area shown in Figure 3a is the most sensitive, since 100% SCs on theω1
power line fall into it. However, within this characteristic there is also 26.15% SC on theω2
power line located behind the transformer. The characteristic in Figure 3b is selective, does
not allow false operation of the distance relay but provides only 35.25% SC on the power
lineω1.

3. Statistical Efficiency Indicators of the Relay Protection Algorithm

To assess the reliability of the functioning of the RPA under operating conditions,
an average statistical indicator h of its operation is used, called the percentage of correct
actions [21]:

h = nc.t. × 100/(nc.t. + nt. f . + nr.t. + n f .t.), (1)
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or
h = [nc.t. − (nr.t. + n f .t.)] · 100/(nc.t. + nt. f .), (2)

where nc.t., nr.t., nf.t.—number of correct, redundant, and false triggering, respectively;
nt.f.—number of triggering failures.

This indicator is statistical. It reflects the functioning of RPA devices under operating
conditions and cannot be used to assess the recognition ability of protection algorithms
according to simulation data (for example, Figure 2).

However, the use of a statistical approach, as well as methods that are widely used in
machine learning problems (for example, [22–25]) and radio engineering applications (for
example, [20]), allow us to introduce the required criteria for evaluating the effectiveness
of RPA. It is assumed that the values of the variables nc.t., nr.t., nt.f. are obtained from
simulation data.

Let us introduce the probabilistic indicators of recognition of the RPA algorithm
under the condition of a SC (α-mode). Using the variables of expressions (1) and (2), such
indicators include conditional probabilities:

- correct recognition of SC by the RPA algorithm

D = nc.t./(nc.t. + nt. f .); (3)

- non-recognition of SC by the RPA algorithm

D′ = nt. f ./(nc.t. + nt. f .); (4)

Since mutually exclusive solutions correspond to the same condition (presence of SC,
α-mode), then

D + D′ = 1. (5)

Qualitative indicators of recognition by the RPA algorithm of the normal mode (no
SC, β-mode) are conditional probabilities:

- false decision by the algorithm for triggering the RPA

F = n f .t./(n f .t. + nc. f .); (6)

- the correct decision by the algorithm for the failure of the RPA

F′ = nc.t./(n f .t. + nc. f .), (7)

where nc.f.—the number of correct failures in the total number of simulation experiments, and

F + F′ = 1. (8)

It should be noted that in the calculations according to expressions (3)–(8) the in-
dicator nr.t. is not used since it does not directly relate to the process of recognizing the
studied circuit-mode situation, but it correlates with other modes of operation of the
electrical network.

With such a formulation of the problem in the theory of machine learning and radio
engineering applications, to assess the recognition ability of trained algorithms [19–23], the
“receiver operating characteristic” (ROC-curve) is used [22]. The ROC-curve in relation
to the RPA algorithm can be built by plotting on the plane along the ordinate axis the
values D, and along the abscissa axis the variable F for various thresholds (settings) of
protection operation (Figure 4). Since the value of nc.t. characterizes the sensitivity of
protection in a series of simulation experiments, the ROC-curve clearly shows the balance
between the sensitivity of the RPA device and its failure in acceptable (normal) modes at
different settings.
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element (ROC-curve).

Using the terminology of machine learning, we can say that the dependence (Figure 4)
is a characteristic of the classifier, which is the distance relay [22,26,27], and gives a visual
representation of the quality of the binary (relay) classification algorithm.

4. Application of the Decision Tree Algorithm for Recognizing the Modes of the
Electrical Network

We use simulation and machine learning methods in the task of recognizing emergency
modes, and we will choose the “decision tree” as the SC recognition algorithm. In this
case, the computational procedure is a certain set of the simplest decision rules, united in a
hierarchical structure (tree). An example of such a structure is shown in Figure 5.

Energies 2023, 16, 5563 6 of 19 
 

 

the “receiver operating characteristic” (ROC-curve) is used [22]. The ROC-curve in rela-

tion to the RPA algorithm can be built by plotting on the plane along the ordinate axis the 

values D, and along the abscissa axis the variable F for various thresholds (settings) of 

protection operation (Figure 4). Since the value of nc.t. characterizes the sensitivity of pro-

tection in a series of simulation experiments, the ROC-curve clearly shows the balance 

between the sensitivity of the RPA device and its failure in acceptable (normal) modes at 

different settings. 

 

Figure 4. The ratio of correct and false triggering for different characteristics of the distance meas-

uring element (ROC-curve). 

Using the terminology of machine learning, we can say that the dependence (Figure 

4) is a characteristic of the classifier, which is the distance relay [22,26,27], and gives a 

visual representation of the quality of the binary (relay) classification algorithm. 

4. Application of the Decision Tree Algorithm for Recognizing the Modes of the  

Electrical Network 

We use simulation and machine learning methods in the task of recognizing emer-

gency modes, and we will choose the “decision tree” as the SC recognition algorithm. In 

this case, the computational procedure is a certain set of the simplest decision rules, united 

in a hierarchical structure (tree). An example of such a structure is shown in Figure 5. 

 

Figure 5. An example of the decision tree structure. 

Each decision rule is a comparison of some information feature with a given response 

threshold (setting). The leaf nodes of the tree are associated with one of the possible clas-

ses. The task of recognizing the mode of an electrical network by its parameters using a 

trained decision tree requires movement from the root of the tree to one of its leaf nodes, 

Figure 5. An example of the decision tree structure.

Each decision rule is a comparison of some information feature with a given response
threshold (setting). The leaf nodes of the tree are associated with one of the possible classes.
The task of recognizing the mode of an electrical network by its parameters using a trained
decision tree requires movement from the root of the tree to one of its leaf nodes, along a
trajectory that depends on the fulfillment or non-fulfillment of conditions at the nodes.

Learning the decision tree algorithm involves the following recursive procedure:
1. Finding an information feature and a trigger threshold for it, which will ensure the

division of the training sample in such a way that the total heterogeneity of classes in the
child nodes will decrease as much as possible compared to the heterogeneity in the initial
node. The most commonly used measure of heterogeneity is:
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- Entropy. The entropy calculation before and after splitting is performed according to
expressions (9) and (10). The entropy difference is equal to the amount of information
received from a given node of the tree [28]:

H(X) = −
n

∑
i=1

p(xi) log2 p(xi). (9)

H(X|Y) = −
m

∑
i=1

p(yi)
n

∑
j=1

p(xj|yi) log2 p(xj|yi). (10)

where H(X)—the initial entropy of the node; H(X|Y)—total entropy after splitting according
to condition Y; p(xi) –the proportion of objects in the training sample that have class i; p(y0)—
the proportion of objects in the training sample that do not satisfy the condition in the node;
p(y1)—the proportion of objects in the training sample that satisfy the condition in the
node; p(xi|y0)—the proportion of objects that have class i among objects that do not satisfy
the condition in the node; p(xi|y1)—the proportion of objects that have class i among the
objects that satisfy the condition in the node.

- Gini index [29,30]:

Gini(X) = 1−
n

∑
i=1

p(xi). (11)

Gini(X|Y) =
1

∑
i=0

p(yi) ·
(

1−
n

∑
j=1

p(xj|yi)

)
. (12)

where Gini(X)—the initial inhomogeneity of the node; Gini(X|Y)—total inhomogeneity
after splitting according to condition Y.

2. After dividing the training sample into subsets according to the selected criterion,
each such subset is again divided in accordance with paragraph 1. The procedure is
performed recursively until the nodes contain representatives of only one class or the
specified maximum depth of the tree is reached. The maximum depth of a decision tree is
the maximum possible length from root to leaf.

The features of the decision tree algorithm include:

1. Interpretability;
2. Ability to use a large number of information features;
3. No need to scale the data before training the algorithm;
4. The impossibility of changing the decision threshold of the trained model in order to

increase it sensitivity/coarsen it.

Also, a feature of such a machine learning model as a decision tree is the absence of
the need for preprocessing of the initial data, in contrast to, for example, logistic regression
or the support vector machine [16], the use of which requires data normalization and
elimination of correlation between various features. Therefore, as a training sample for the
machine learning model, the real and imaginary parts of the complex values of the mode
parameters obtained directly as a result of the simulation model were used.

4.1. Formation of Feature Space

As a result of each iteration of the simulation model, the complex values of the current
and voltage of the three phases are formed at the installation site of the developed protection
(Figure 1). Based on the received data, the mode parameters are calculated, which are used
as information features in the process of learning the decision tree algorithm. The list of
mode parameters, as well as their calculated expressions, are summarized in Table 1.
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Table 1. Information features used for mode recognition.

No. Feature Formula

1 Active resistance. Phases AB RAB = Re[(UA − UB)/(IA − IB)]
2 Active resistance. Phases BC RBC = Re[(UB − UC)/(IB − IC)]
3 Active resistance. Phases CA RCA = Re[(UC − UA)/(IC − IA)]
4 Reactance. Phases AB XAB = Im[(UA − UB)/(IA − IB)]
5 Reactance. Phases BC XBC = Im[(UB − UC)/(IB − IC)]
6 Reactance. Phases CA XCA = Im[(UC − UA)/(IC − IA)]
7 Active power. Phase A PA = Re(UA · IA*)
8 Active power. Phase B PB = Re(UB · IB*)
9 Active power. Phase C PC = Re(UC · IC*)

10 Reactive power. Phase A QA = Im(UA · IA*)
11 Reactive power. Phase B QB = Im(UB · IB*)
12 Reactive power. Phase C QC = Im(UC · IC*)
13 RMS current. Phase A IrmsA = (1/

√
2)·|IA|

14 RMS current. Phase B IrmsB = (1/
√

2)·|IB|
15 RMS current. Phase C IrmsC = (1/

√
2)·|IC|

16 RMS voltage. Phase A UrmsA = (1/
√

2)·|UA|
17 RMS voltage. Phase B UrmsB = (1/

√
2)·|UB|

18 RMS voltage. Phase C UrmsC = (1/
√

2)·|UC|
19 RMS positive sequence current Irms1 = (1/3)·|IA + IB·e j120◦ + IC·e j240◦|
20 RMS negative sequence current Irms2 = (1/3)·|IA + IB·e j240◦ + IC·e j120◦|
21 RMS positive sequence voltage Urms1 = (1/3)·|UA + UB·e j120◦ + UC·e j240◦|
22 RMS negative sequence voltage Urms2 = (1/3)·|UA + UB·e j240◦ + UC·e j120◦|

4.2. An Example of Training a Decision Tree Algorithm

Let us train and analyze the results of the decision tree algorithm. We set the require-
ments for the structure of the algorithm: the depth of the decision tree is 3, the minimum
value of the number of sample values of the information feature that fall into the leaf node
is 1. As a measure of heterogeneity, we use the Gini index.

We divide the set of simulated emergency and normal modes into training and test
samples in the proportion of 67% to 33%. The training sample will be used to train
the decision tree algorithm, and the test sample will be used to evaluate the quality of
its functioning.

As a result of multiple simulation experiments aimed at training the protection algo-
rithm, we obtain a decision tree with a structure (Figure 6).

At the root node (Figure 6), the decision tree implements the division of normal and
emergency modes by the value of reactance, and the probabilistic distributions of this
information feature are shown in Figure 7.

Although the probabilistic distributions of the information feature for α and βmodes
overlap each other (Figure 7), the setting value (threshold) makes it possible to separate the
characteristic area of a short circuit on the ω1 line from the characteristic area of a short
circuit onω2. As a result of such a division, only modes that satisfy the condition of node 0
get into node 1 of the decision tree. As can be seen from the analysis of Figures 6 and 7,
modes in the proportions of 82% (α-mode) and 18% (β-mode) fall into node 1.

As a result of learning the decision tree algorithm, the feature that ensures the separa-
tion of modes at node 1 also turned out to be reactance, but this time XBC. Figure 8 shows
the probabilistic distributions of the information feature XBC in node 1 and the setting
(threshold) value of the feature.

The modes located to the left of the threshold value in Figure 8 fall into node 3, while
the modes on the right—into node 4. Figure 8 shows that only β-modes fall into node 4;
therefore, their further analysis does not make sense.
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At the input of node 3, sample values typical for α- and β-modes are received in a
percentage ratio of 96.6% to 3.4%. Here, according to the results of learning the decision
tree algorithm, the most informative feature for separating modes is reactance XCA again,
the probability distributions of which for α- and β-modes are shown in Figure 9.
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Figure 9. Probability distributions of feature XCA in node 3 of the decision tree.

The setting (threshold) value for node 3 divided the modes in such a way that almost
100% of α-modes turned out to the left of it, and the modes turned out to be in the
proportion of 88% to 12% to the right. Due to the maximum depth limit, the decision tree is
not built further.

The analysis of the functioning of the decision tree algorithm for the modes located
to the right of the threshold value of the root node 0 is implemented in a similar way.
Probabilistic distributions of information features of nodes, as well as setting values are
shown in Figure 10a,b.
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4.3. Discussion: Analysis of the Efficiency of the Decision Tree Algorithm

To estimate the performance of the trained decision tree algorithm, a test sample was
used that did not participate in the learning process of the algorithm. The assignment
of the tested mode to one of the two classes in the presence of a trained decision tree
was performed from the root of the tree with progress along the branches. The required
parameters of the classified mode (information features) are compared with the threshold
values of the nodes. Once in a leaf node, a decision was made in favor of the class whose
probability is the highest according to the training results.
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When conducting simulation experiments with a test sample, an error matrix was
obtained (Table 2), which characterizes the process of recognizing modes by the RPA
algorithm, which includes a decision tree (Figure 6). In Table 2 SCs on the lineω2 (Figure 1)
are designated as class 0, while SCs on the lineω1—as class 1.

Table 2. Decision tree error matrix (Figure 6).

Class Characteristics
Predicted Class

0 1

True class
0 97.995 2.005

1 1.292 98.708

As can be seen from Table 2, the decision tree algorithm in the RPA device (Figure 1)
ensures the detection of 98.7% of SCs on the power lineω1, while the probability of false
operation of the RPA device in case of a SC behind the transformer is about 2%.

Let us compare the result (Table 2) with the result of the distance relay by placing D
and F of the decision tree and the previously obtained ROC-curve (Figure 4) of the distance
measuring element on the same graph (point 1 in Figure 11).
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measuring element.

Analysis of Figure 11 clearly shows the advantage of the decision tree algorithm in
comparison with the distance relay when recognizing emergency and normal modes by
the RPA device (Figure 1). It should be noted that the disadvantage of the decision tree
algorithm is the inability to optimize the setting values (Figure 6), thereby changing the
sensitivity/selectivity ratio.

4.4. Structural Optimization of Decision Tree Algorithm Parameters

Above, we considered a decision tree algorithm with fixed, predetermined parameters:
tree depth (max depth) and the minimum value of the number of objects in a leaf node
(min_samples_leaf ). However, in the practice of building recognition systems based on
machine learning, the selection of parameters is usually performed iteratively in order
to ensure the best quality of the classification algorithm. The simplest way to select the
optimal parameters of the classification algorithm is the Grid Search method [29,30]. The
method consists of sequential enumeration of all combinations of parameters from the
given ranges. For each such combination, the quality of the classification algorithm is
evaluated according to a pre-selected target metric, after which the best combination is
selected. In this case, it is advisable to use the cross-validation technique, which consists of
repeatedly reproducing the following sequence of steps:
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1. Randomly, a part of the data used for training is divided into training and
validation sets.

2. The classification algorithm is learning on the training set.
3. The target metric is estimated using the validation set.

The final result is defined as the average value of the target metric over all iterations.
During the simulation, the parameters of the classification algorithm were changed

(Table 3), which were used to best separate the modes of the electrical network (Figure 1).

Table 3. Ranges of decision tree parameters used in the grid search method.

Parameter Values

Decision Tree Depth 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15

Number of objects in a leaf node 1, 3, 5, 10

The value M was used as the target metric, which characterizes the ratio of the number
of correct recognitions and mode classification errors [30]. Taking into account the use of
variable expressions (1)–(7), the target metric takes the form:

M = 2 · [nc.t./(nc.t + n f .t)] · [nc.t./(nc.t. + nt. f .)]/[nc.t./(nc.t. + n f .t.) + nc.t./(nc.t. + nt. f .)]. (13)

As a result of applying the grid search method, the parameters of the decision tree al-
gorithm were found to provide the best value of the target metric: maximum tree depth = 9;
the minimum number of objects in the leaf node = 3. This algorithm for classifying the
modes of the electrical network corresponds to the error matrix (Table 4).

Table 4. Decision tree error matrix as a result of parameter optimization.

Class Characteristics
Predicted Class

0 1

True class
0 98.619 1.381

1 0.758 99.242

A comparative analysis of Tables 2 and 4 shows that the optimization of the parameters
of the decision tree algorithm in relation to the RPA device (Figure 1) made it possible not
only to increase the proportion of detected SCs on the line, but also to reduce the probability
of false triggering of protection in case of a SC behind the transformer.

4.5. Structural Diagram of the Relay Protection Device That Implements the Decision
Tree Algorithm

Figure 12 shows a block diagram of the relay protection device that implements
decision making using the decision tree algorithm.

Before the RPA device starts functioning, the decision tree algorithm is subject to
training on a sample of information parameters (for example, Table 1), which is obtained
from the results of preliminary simulation modeling. During the simulation, all possible
modes typical for the selected fragment of the electrical network are simulated. For each of
the modes, which has its own identifier number, the learning results in the form of setting
values of features, as well as options (parameters) for connecting informational features to
nodal comparison circuits, are stored in the memory block.

During the operation of the RPA device, its input continuously receives instantaneous
values (complexes) of currents and voltages. In the block for estimating the mode pa-
rameters, the parameters (information features) involved in the implementation of the
decision tree algorithm are calculated (for example, in Table 1). In accordance with the
current mode of the electrical network, a control signal (for example, in the form of a
mode number) is supplied to the input of the memory block, which ensures the output
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of information from the memory block to the input of the block for estimating the mode
parameters about the switching parameters for transferring information features to the
required comparison circuits ((CC) (the nodes of the decisive tree)). Additionally, according
to the control signal at the input of the memory block, the setting values are output to the
comparison circuits to implement the decision-making by the decision tree algorithm (RPA
device). The connection of comparison circuits is carried out in accordance with the chosen
structure of the decision tree algorithm (for example, Figure 6).
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At the outputs of the comparison circuits corresponding to the leaf nodes of the
decision tree algorithm, signals are generated, according to which a decision is made
regarding the recognizable mode (α- or β-mode) and which are fed to the logic block. In
the logic block, the final decision regarding the recognized mode is formed (for example,
by the majority principle) and is fed to the output of the RPA device.

It should be noted that the implementation of the decision tree algorithm, for example,
for RPA microprocessor devices will not require hardware upgrades, but is associated with
the refinement of special software.

5. Recognition of Electrical Network Modes Using Group Machine
Learning Algorithms

An effective way to increase the probability of correct classification of electrical net-
work modes is the joint use of several machine learning algorithms. This effect is especially
evident when the group algorithm includes algorithms that differ significantly in the prin-
ciples of operation. When using many different computational procedures, situations are
possible when their calculation errors cancel each other out.

To form group algorithms for classifying the modes of an electric network, the applica-
tion of two machine learning algorithms is analyzed below: random forest and gradient
boosting [29–32]. In both cases, the decision trees considered above are used as the basic
algorithms that are part of the group algorithms.

5.1. Random Forest

Random forest [29,30] is a group machine learning algorithm consisting of a certain
number of decision trees. Each of them is trained independently on different subsets of the
input data. When classifying the modes of an electrical network, the probability of each
class is determined as the proportion of decision trees included in the group algorithm that
point to a given class.
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The main parameters of the random forest algorithm are:

- the number of decision trees in the group algorithm (n_estimators);
- the amount of the training sample that will be used to train each tree (max_samples). In

this case, the formation of a subsample for each decision tree is implemented randomly
according to a scheme with repetitions;

- the number of information features of the electrical network modes which will be
used to train each tree (max_features);

- parameters characterizing the decision trees included in the group algorithm.

Let us determine the parameters of the random forest group algorithm in relation to
the problem of classifying the modes of the electrical network (Figure 1). Let us take the
maximum number of information features (max_features) in the group algorithm equal to
the total number of information features (Table 1), and the maximum number of sample
samples (max_samples)—equal to the number of samples in the training sample. With
this scheme, due to sampling with repetitions, an average of 63% of previously unused
values from the training sample will be used to train each tree. The number of separate
algorithms (n_estimators) will be determined as a result of selecting the parameters of the
group algorithm.

As in the case of training the decision tree algorithm, we will use the grid search
method to determine the parameters of the group random forest algorithm that provide
the maximum probabilities of correctly recognizing the modes of the electrical network.
The list of changeable parameters is given in Table 5.

Table 5. Parameter values of the group random forest algorithm used in the implementation of the
grid search method.

Parameter List of Values

Maximum decision tree depth 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15

Minimum number of objects in a leaf node 1, 3, 5, 10, 15

Number of trees in the group algorithm 50, 100, 150

Unlike decision trees, the group random forest algorithm allows you to build the
ROC-curve (Figure 13), and the area under the ROC-curve can be used as a metric when
selecting the parameters of the group classification algorithm.
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As a result of the implementation of the grid search method, the parameters of the
group random forest algorithm were found, which provide the best recognition of the
modes of the electric network (Figure 1): maximum depth of the decision tree = 9; minimum
number of objects in a leaf node = 1; number of trees in the group algorithm = 100.
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The error matrix for the trained random forest group algorithm with a threshold
(setting) value of 0.5 corresponds to Table 6.

Table 6. Error matrix of group random forest algorithm.

Class Characteristics
Predicted Class

0 1

True class
0 99.153 0.847

1 0.535 99.465

Figure 13 shows the ROC-curve of the group random forest algorithm, as well as the
values of D and F, which are specific to the decision tree algorithm.

As can be seen from Figure 13 and analysis Table 6, the use of a group random forest
algorithm reduces the probability of errors in the classification of electrical network modes
compared to a single decision tree algorithm, and also makes it possible to adjust the setting
(threshold) of operation to increase the sensitivity or coarsen the relay protection. Since the
obtained group random forest algorithm includes 100 single decision tree algorithms, it
becomes obvious that the increase in the recognition ability of the relay protection device is
achieved by its significant complication.

5.2. Gradient Boosting

Boosting is an alternative way to form group algorithms for classifying electric net-
work modes [29,31,32]. The idea of boosting is that each subsequent separate recognition
algorithm included in the group is trained in such a way as to compensate for the errors
of all previous ones. Then implementing the procedure for classifying the electrical mode
using a group algorithm, it is necessary to add up the solutions of all algorithms included
in the group.

When applying gradient boosting, the basic algorithms are regression algorithms.
Modifications of decision trees for the regression problem (Regressor decision tree) are most
often used [29]. However, regression algorithms may have different values of output
parameters and the sum of their final solutions may range from −∞ to +∞. In order to
obtain the probabilities of classes lying in the range [0, 1], a limiting function is used,
usually a sigmoidal one (Figure 14), corresponding to the expression:

sigm(x) =
1

1 + e−x . (14)
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When training a group classification algorithm based on gradient boosting, a loss
function is set, depending on the ratio of decisions made by the group algorithm and the
true values of the classes. During the training procedure of the group gradient boosting
algorithm, the loss function is minimized, which is chosen as the log loss(x) dependence
corresponding to the equality:

log loss(x) = −
N−1

∑
i=0

yi · log(pi) + (1− yi) · (1− pi). (15)

where pi—the probability predicted by the model that the group algorithm will attribute
the i-th mode of the electric network to class “1”; yi—true class of the i-th object (0 or 1);
N—the sample size.

The training of the group gradient boosting algorithm is also conducted using an
iterative procedure and the grid search method [29]. At each iteration, the value of the loss
function (15) and its gradient are calculated. Additionally, the learning rate parameter is
introduced. When using an adjustable learning rate coefficient, a positive effect is achieved,
aimed at preventing any skipping of the local minimum of the loss function.

In addition to the learning rate coefficient, the main parameters of the gradient boosting
group algorithm include: the number of trees in the group algorithm (n_estimators), as well
as parameters describing each decision tree separately.

The values of the parameters of the group gradient boosting algorithm, which were
used in training using the grid search method, are given in Table 7.

Table 7. Ranges of gradient boosting parameters.

Parameter List of Values

Maximum decision tree depth 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15

Minimum number of objects in a leaf node 1, 3, 5, 10, 15

Number of trees in the group algorithm 50, 100, 150

Learning rate coefficient 0.01, 0.05, 0.1

As a result of the optimization selection of gradient boosting parameters with the
target metric, which was the area under the performance curve, the following values
were obtained: the maximum depth of the decision tree = 7, the minimum number of
objects in a leaf node = 15, the number of trees in the group algorithm = 100, learning rate
coefficient = 0.1.

The error matrix formed as a result of testing the group gradient boosting algorithm
corresponds to Table 8.

Table 8. Error matrix of the gradient boosting group algorithm.

Class Characteristics
Predicted Class

0 1

True class
0 98.797 1.203

1 0.49 99.51

5.3. Discussion

Figure 15 shows the ROC-curves of group algorithms for gradient boosting and
random forest.
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An analysis of the characteristics (Figure 15) of group algorithms for gradient boosting
and random forest allows us to conclude that they are comparable in efficiency. Gradient
boosting is somewhat more sensitive at low values of F. However, with an acceptable
false positive probability of more than 0.2% more, random forest is preferable. Due to
the closeness of the ROC-curves (Figure 15), it can be assumed that the combined use of
various group machine learning algorithms makes it possible to obtain the limiting values
of the parameters characterizing the potential capabilities of the relay protection device for
recognizing the modes of the electrical network.

It is important to note that despite the high recognizing ability of group algorithms
for gradient boosting and random forest, their use in relay protection devices is very
doubtful. This is due to the fact that the simultaneous implementation of hundreds of
separate decision tree algorithms during the response time of the RPA (tens of milliseconds)
will require extremely high performance and cost of the corresponding devices. However,
for solving problems of recognizing electrical network modes that do not require high
performance, the use of group machine learning algorithms is undoubtedly promising.

6. Conclusions

1. When organizing RPA on overhead power lines with branches, the required sensi-
tivity of protection in case of short circuit behind high-power transformers is not always
provided. It is required to develop new relay protection algorithms for recognizing difficult-
to-distinguish modes.

2. Multiple simulation modeling based on the Monte Carlo method allows not only for
obtaining the distributions of current and voltage parameters in various modes of operation
of the electrical network, but also for creating the basis for the synthesis of statistical relay
protection algorithms based on machine learning methods.

3. The use of the decision tree method for the organization of relay protection and
protection on power lines with branches made it possible to form a multi-parameter
protection algorithm, which is characterized by increased sensitivity in case of short circuit
on a branch behind the transformer compared to a distance triggering protection element.

4. The combined use of group algorithms of gradient boosting and random forest
based on machine learning makes it possible to obtain the limiting values of the parameters
characterizing the potential capabilities of the relay protection device for recognizing the
modes of the electrical network. However, their hardware implementation is very doubtful
due to the very high-performance requirements of the computing components of the
RPA devices.
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